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ABSTRACT

The Holy Quran is the divine book revealed on the heart
of the beloved Prophet Muhammad (als 41l 4dle & s ) |
It is a complete code of life. lts way of description is
marvelous. It creates the story in a unique way and
finalizes it impressively. It covers all aspects of life and
guides us towards the right path successfully. If we have a
glimpse over the depictive way of the Holy Quran, we see
different surahs containing in it depictive way describing
the case comprehensively. Surah Yusuf is full of depiction.
In this article | have taken one way only, i.e Depiction of
shirt. The article is consisting on abstract, three types of
shirt, conclusion and bibliography. May Allah help us to
spread the true message of Islam with zeal and zest. Ameen
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Depictive Study of Shirt in Surah Yusuf

The shirt is a garment, but in the story of Yusuf(Peace be
upon him), it takes on dimensions and connotations that
go beyond being dress. The Quranic contexts have shown
it in different situations, playing in each of them an
important role as follows:

1-Lying Shirt:

Allah says in Surah Yusuf:
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“Indeed in the story of Yusuf and his brothers, there
are signs for inquirers (7) Said to one another: This
Yusuf and his brother (Benjamin) are loved more by
our father than even us though we are a group. In
fact our father is clearly mistaken (8) Let us kill Yusuf
or throw him out to some far-off land so that the
attention of our father turns exclusively towards us,
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after that we may again become righteous people (9)
At this one of them said: “Don’t kill Yusuf, but if you
must, throw him into some dark well, so that he may
be picked up by some passing by caravan” (10) They
asked their father: “O our father! Why is that you
don’t trust us with Yusuf, though we are his sincere
well-wishers? (11) Send him with us tomorrow, that
he may play and enjoy himself. We shall take good
care of him(12) Their father said: “ | would be
worried if you take him away, for | fear lest a wolf
should eat him up while you are off your guard”(13)
They said: “If a wolf could eat him despite our
number , then surely we would be worthless
people!” (14) When they were able to take him away,
they resolved to throw him into a dark well. We
revealed this to (Yusuf): “A time will come when you
will admonish them about this act of theirs, now they
don’t perceive its consequences” (15). At nightfall
they return to their father, weeping (16). They said:
“Father! We went off to compete in racing with one
another, and left Yusuf by our belongings, and a wolf
ate him! But you will not believe us even though we
are telling the truth (17) as proof they bought his shirt
stained with false blood. “No”! He cried, “Your
souls have tempted you to evil. | need good
patience! Allah Alone can help me bear the loss you
are speaking off”(18)’

The Quranic context has proven through verses:(7-10), the
intent of Yusuf(A.S) and the conspiracy plotted against him
by his brothers, which is the scene of conspiracy as the
context proves through verse no 15 of Surah Yusuf, the
scene of the execution of the plot and Jacob(A.S) does
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know the truth of what happened. But in the end, it
indicates that they lied through the most powerful signs of
shirt and the scene of the courtship of the sons begins with
the father to accompany him Joseph(A.S) and here the sons
of Jacob(A.S) trying to convince their father with a request
that they presented to him. At the beginning of their talk,
they deny their father for not entrusting Joseph(A.S) while
they salute him with goodness and prosperity.

(1) saalil 21 U5 il gd e Gali y all vl b 1508
“They asked their father: “O our father! Why is that you
don’t trust us with Yusuf, though we are his sincere well-
wishers?” (11)
Then follows this preamble, passing the request, which is to
send Yusuf(A.S) with them tomorrow for fun and play.

(12)0sdlal AT U) 5 alis 4355 152 Uaa Al
“ Send him with us tomorrow, that he may play and enjoy

himself. We shall take good care of him”(12)

And & in the meaning of “ Eating plentiful fruit and etc,
and the origin of 4xi, is fertile and capacity”2

And the father replies them
(13)0she dde 2l Qo Akl o calals 4 Tk of 53 ) 06

“Their father said: “ | would be worried if you take him
away, for | fear lest a wolf should eat him up while you are
off your guard”(13)

And the sons go on trying to convince their father,
sometimes  with  embarrassment, sometimes  with
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temptation and sometimes with certainty and here is
another way to persuade, and this is the response to the
argument that Jacob(A.S) made when he said to them

(14) 55 581 13 ) Bt JA35 S8 4K (1 08

“They said: “If a wolf could eat him despite our number ,
then surely we would be worthless people!”(14)

They tried to convince their father because of their
abundance, their strength and the strength that qualifies
them to preserve their lovable as they are (usbah) meaning
a strong group, otherwise there is no good in them by their
testimony against themselves as they said:(osomlal 13) U
then surely we would be worthless people!)

And after taking and responding to their challenge against
Jacob(A.S) and convincing him of all the authorities, he
had no choice but to respond and send Yusuf(A.S) with his
brothers and what happened indeed, on the next day, after
the end of the day and nightfall, the brothers returned
from their outing but with a catastrophe, the Quranic
context portrayed this tragedy through wverses in the
following words

(16)055% «Lie 2l 15455
“At nightfall they return to their father, weeping” (16).

Here they enter their father’s house when it gets dark,
crying and their condition is apparent in the matter of
speeches:
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“They said: “Father! We went off to compete in
racing with one another, and left Yusuf by our
belongings, and a wolf ate him! But you will not
believe us even though we are telling the truth (17)
as proof they bought his shirt stained with false
blood. “No”! He cried, “Your souls have tempted
you to evil. | need good patience! Allah Alone can
help me bear the loss you are speaking off” (18)
These are the phrases uttered by them in order to clear

their viewpoint but the signs of lying are clear from their
situation, their talk and their arguments.

As for the story that the wolf ate him, it is fabricated and
exposed and indicative of their haste, as they were not able
to find enough time for them to make up another story
than the one they took ready from their father’s mouth. “It
wasn’t appropriate for them to go with him in the
morning, to leave him for the wolf, whose father had
warned them against yesterday.”3

And their saying(17)isstia XK 55 ul (o 5a &l kg ... : “But you
will not believe us even though we are telling the
truth” (yusuf:17) , “It is a depiction that exposes them as
they accused themselves of lying before anyone accused
them and the suspect almost says: capture me.”*

As for the shirt they brought stained with blood, they
believed that it was the material evidence that would
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confirm it viewpoint, but they fell into the evil of their
deeds and the evidence turned against them. And the
Quranic context depicted blood as to lie “with the lie
blood™” and the blood does not lie. He that came with lied
blood and put it on a shirt. “He described with infinitive
for access because it was like lying itself”> As it is said to a
liar, it is lying itself, or describing it as naughty man, you
say it is evil itself, meaning that evil was embodied in it and
lying in the shirt almost screams and says: | am lying
because it is not blood of Yusuf(A.S)®

There is a joke about this as Jacob(A.S) was astonished by
wolf’s expertise when he saw the shirt and he said: “By
God, | have seen such a smart wolf like that who ate my
son and did not rip his shirt on him?!”” And perhaps the
brothers forgot to tear the shirt of Joseph(A.S) after they
smeared it with the blood of a sheep or like it. This is from
their confusion, for they did not believe that the
opportunity had actually been given to them to get rid of
Yusuf(A.S)

Thus, the shirt was evidence of the lies of the brothers in
what they claimed that the wolf ate Joseph(A.S),instead of
this evidence believing them, he is employed against them.
So they exposed themselves and what they know, and
Jacob(A.S) did not find a way to confront this false
description except for the great patience that there is no
complaint about Allah’s destiny to the servants but to the
Lord of the servants:
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..... He cried, “Your souls have tempted you to evil.
| need good patience! Allah Alone can help me bear
the loss you are speaking off” (18)

And the word(You describe) made it clear that the words
they said were just describing and not the truth. “So you
describe means that you are not telling the truth, but rather
you describe something that does not coincide with
reality.”8

2- Shirt of Innocence:
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(29)Cikial

“Now the lady of the house(his master’s wife) attempted
to seduce him. She bolted the doors and said: “ Come!” He
replied: “ May Allah protect me from this! My Lord has
provided me with good residence.(Should | betray his
trust?) Such wrongdoers shall not prosper.”(23) She
advanced toward him , and he would have advanced
towards her had he not seen a sigh from his Rabb. Thus did
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We shielded him from indecency and immodesty, for he
was one of Our chosen, a sincere devotee.(24) They both
rushed to the door. She ripped his shirt from the behind. At
the door they met her husband. Seeing him she cried:
‘What punishment does someone who intended evil
against your wife deserve except imprisonment or a painful
chastisement?” (25) Yusuf said: “ It was she who attempted
to seduce me” At this one member of her own family bore
witness saying: “If his shirt is ripped from the front, then
she is speaking the truth and he is lying(26) But if it is
ripped from behind, then he is speaking the truth and she is
lying(27) So when he(her husband) saw that Yusuf's shirt
was ripped from behind, he said to her: “ It is one of the
tricks of you women! Your trick was mighty indeed!(28) O
Yusuf, say no more about this, and you (O my wife) seek
forgiveness for your sins, for you were indeed the
wrongdoer” (29)°

It is the scene of Al-Marawadah from the beginning to the
end ( From verse 23-29), presented by the Quranic
context. The shirt in this scene is evidence of the innocence
of Yusuf (A.S) in front of Aziz of his assault at spouse of
Aziz. The Aziz was not there from the beginning. He knew
very little from its happenings. So physical evidence was
needed

351 B el 38 L EE O T e Gl 5 3 (e Al 48 5 I L 5
(25)ad Gl 51 Catd of ) e sl Gl

“ They both rushed to the door. She ripped his shirt from
the behind. At the door they met her husband. Seeing him
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she cried: “What punishment does someone who intended
evil against your wife deserve except imprisonment or a
painful chastisement?”(25)

<l Wiul s scene depicting lightning fast motion. The word
(anticipate) has indicated race between two personalities
i.e Yusuf(A.S) and spouse of Aziz. And the race means the
desire of each contestant to prevail over the other and
there is no point in winning without the presence of the
other party and the need to exceed the limit it is in the race
started towards the door and at the same moment Aziz
reaches --- <all 53 3k Wl - At the door they met her
husband...”.(yusuf:25)°

It is necessary to pause at a part that occurred during the
race that suggests a lot, and is proven by the Quranic
context:- - 3 (s Aiawd &85 .-« She ripped his shirt from
the behind...”. (Yusuf:25)

An important and dangerous picture, showing the order of
contestants: Yusuf(A.S) and wife of Aziz behind him." And
when Aziz arrives, the race takes another running track
without running and movement and it turns into the race
between maliciousness and truth and it begins on the lips
of spouse of Aziz:---- 1z s Sl 3151 (a ¢ 3a L Culld | Seeing
him she cried: ‘What punishment does someone who
intended evil against your wife deserve...”(yusuf:25).
These words depict the woman’s claim and her heart to
the facts and remind Aziz of her standing with him(<llaly)™2
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In front of this dangerous situation and this punishment
and intimidation, Yusuf(A.S) was forced to pay what he
deserved attributed to him:--—-=& e 3315 & J& “Yusuf
said: “ It was she who attempted to seduce

me”...”Yusuf:26),s0 crystal clear text, without any
metaphor in fact a daring right.

And here the race reached a tie, so her words matched his
words and she was accusing him and he was accusing her.
So, there was a dare need for physical evidence, to
differentiate between truth and false.

At this moment, after each side of the race reported
accusing the other, the imagination up a silent scene,
stunned, here is the Aziz stumbling, confused between
believing his wife on one hand and believing Yusuf(A.S) on
the other side. And here is his wife, a spark of anger and
rage on her features and Yusuf(A.S) was astonished and
anxious.

And this silent scene explodes:

Ca 3h 5 Cuiilad J e 8 A2andd (K ) Lelal (a Bl aglag -
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“...At this one member of her own family bore witness
saying: “If his shirt is ripped from the front, then she is
speaking the truth and he is lying(26) But if it is ripped
from behind, then he is speaking the truth and she is

lying” (27)
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Here is the evidence which draws attention to it, a witness
from the woman’s family, has been named his saying this
testimony because when he was asked jis opinion on the
situation and the dispute presented by the two sides as his
fatwa was called testimony because it helped to achieve
the conflict and reach the right to it, i.e if his shirt was torn
from the front side; so that is the effect of her defending
him and he wants to attack her; so she is truthful and he is
a liar and if his shirt was torn from the back side; so it is
from the trace of him that he evaded and she followed him
to the door; then she is a liar and he is honest and right.

And he presented the first hypothesis because if it is true
then it implies that she is truthful and he is false; this is the
lady and this is the boy, it is much appropriate to mention
the first assumption.’

The meeting in the pictures has resulted in an artistic
coordination at the level of situations:

(53305 o / 12 sk SAL 3151 she who attempted to seduce me/
who intended evil against your wife) and at the level of
evidence(J¥ e B /JB (e 3 : shirt was ripped from behind/
shirt is ripped from the front) and at the hypothetical level

(Caiall (e 3h 5 EX /0Kl Ga 3h 5 &diiar then he is speaking
the truth and she is lying /then she is speaking the truth and
he is lying) and it is not hidden that this has a singing
rhythm on the ears and the understanding, as well as the
elucidation of the facts.
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The evidence was there from the beginning, but no one
turned to it because of the suddenness and astonishment.
When the witness alerted him, there was nothing left but
to examine him, for it was the torn shirt. And what the
witness said is based on reality and logic and there is no
room for doubt. He revealed this guide to Al Aziz and
threw it to him and here he is staring shirt and checking it
out:

(28)askae (RAK &) (RN (e &) 06 5 (e B diardd (ol L8

“So when he(her husband) saw that Yusuf's shirt was
ripped from behind, he said to her: “ It is one of the tricks
of you women! Your trick was mighty indeed!” (28)

The picture is now clear and the evidence is straight. And
the truth came out, the shirt stranded from the anus. And
here Aziz can rearrange the footage of the scene he missed,
which separated the context the Holy Quran mentioned it
from the beginning:

20) ) M OB Gl G Glliy ) el 5l e s 8 sh Ll Al

(23)0 540l 8 Y 43) gl Gl 315
“Now the lady of the house(his master’s wife) attempted
to seduce him. She bolted the doors and said: “ Come!” He
replied: “ May Allah protect me from this! My Lord has

provided me with good residence.(Should | betray his
trust?) Such wrongdoers shall not prosper.”(23)

And Aziz acknowledge at the fault of his wife:

(29) oablall (o il ol Slad g B 5 —em
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“...and you (O my wife) seek forgiveness for your sins, for
you were indeed the wrongdoer”(29)

Al Aziz realized that Yusuf (peace be upon him) was right
and that his wife is the sinner and she premeditated sin.'*

Thus, the shirt was evidence of the innocence of Yusuf(
peace be upon him) from a heinous nation which the wife
of Al Aziz clinging to him while she was the one who
devastated by him and Allah wills only that the truth
appear.

3-Healing Shirt:

Smell is one of the five senses and its mode is the nose. As a
person distinguishes between one smell and another and
people have different opinions about fragments. This is due
to their tastes and physiological composition and also
because of different smells themselves. “The scents are like
colours, some of which are warm or pleasant moderate
and some of them are moist or hot or heavy or poisonous
and perhaps sick healers. The dull is revived and the
afflicted is rejoiced”.’ “And the sensory stages whether
these are touch, taste, sight or hearing. They are not
separate entities but rather interconnected and interacting
elements.”® Not only that but it allows us to have a
variety of artistic sensations that make us perceive and taste
beauty. The artistic image may be “A mental representation
of something perceived by the sense of sight or other
senses”'” The picture has patterns “Visual, auditory,
olfactory, tactile, gustatory and kinesthetic sensations™®
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The sense of touch is based on the skin and any contact
between the outside and the skin leads to sensation even a
breath of air, it causes high chill or cold.”

In the story of Joseph(pbuh) ; the shirt of healing is related
to the issue of the senses, so the shirt of Yusuf(pbuh) ; it is a
garment he used to wear with its scent in it. The Allah
Almighty said on the tongue of Yusuf(pbuh) to his
brothers:

eSqu ‘:_1_54\) \).\..4.1 91_1 ‘fa\ 4;_5 ‘:Jr. a)sﬂa \.\A G.A.ms.m U.xAJ\
U‘ le w.u}.m C"J J;y ‘5_1\ am}.a\ Ja M\MLA;(gS)uM\
oLSS\ f).\..ld‘ ;LA u\ LASS(95)?.\JSS\ dS).AA (ﬁj d.\\ AJJL\ \jlla(94)uja.m
(96)u#§“.44»\we&c\‘f\eﬁds\el\db\)um‘)\a‘tpj‘;c

“Go, take this shirt of mine and cast it over the face of my

father, he will recover his sight. Then come back to me
with all the members of your family.” (93) When the
caravan started (from Egypt) their father (who was in
kenan) said: “Certainly | feel the scent of Yusuf even
though you may think | am out of my mind.”(94) The
people, who heard him, said: “By Allah! You are still
suffering from your old illusion.”(95) But when the bearer
of the good news arrived, he cast the shirt of Yusuf over his
face and he regained his sight. Then he said: “Didn’t 1 tell
you that | know from Allah what you don’t know?”(96)2°

And Yusuf (pbuh) knows from what his Lord taught him,
that if his shirt was casted over his father’s face; it is enough
to restore his sight to him ; for he is certain about it & b all
) ey 2l o 433 1 “...cast it over the face of my father, he
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will recover his sight”( yusuf:93). This image conveys the
feeling of speed in action and the inversion from one state
to another. As soon as the condition is fulfilled, he will
receive his answer (58l Put it at his face/ he will come with
insight! Jua ol ). This utterance depicts the suddenness in
the act of being abdicative. It is the case of someone who
throws something, and it is suddenly intentional, and that
is what it causes at the level of the soul.

The Quranic depiction is accurate, and the word face has
many connotations.

L Y T PRV P S SR CRtY 2% s
(93)Caeal aSlaly S il 5 1 a0l ol 425 e 6 5alld aa aray | 5080

“Go, take this shirt of mine and cast it over the face of my
father, he will recover his sight. Then come back to me
with all the members of your family.” (93)

Casting on the face is a complex process based on touch,
smell and movement. As for smell, it is a defining sense as
it is not hidden from Jacob(pbuh), the scent of his son,
whom he has always loved and burnt with the fire of his
separation. And the shirt is fragrant with the smell of
Joseph(pbuh) this time and it is not stained with false
blood, it is the knowledge and certainty that it is the shirt
of Joseph(pbuh), so there is no room for doubt or
deception. 1t is the evidence of the life of Joseph(pbuh)
and his safety after years of absence during which he did
not hear anything about him.2!

(94) 0555 o Y31 Gl b 705 Y 31 2h 5 08 Al it L g
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“When the caravan started (from Egypt) their father (who
was in kenan) said: Certainly | feel the scent of Yusuf even
though you may think | am out of my mind.”(94)

The word “ ©lwd” indicates that one thing was attached to
another and separated from it, and *“
separated. That is, it left the city and crossed to follow its

the caravan

journey and what is meant the convoy leaving the borders
of Egypt, destined for the place of Jacob(pbuh)”22

Meanwhile, Jacob(pbuh) finds the wind of Joseph(pbuh) ;
from this distance: from Egypt to the land of the desert
where Jacob(pbuh) resided and it is the distance of a
journey by caravan and some commentator say: It
separated from Egypt... and perhaps what was meant was
when it separated from the caravan at the crossroads in the
land of Kenan and it headed to the camp of Jacob(pbuh)
for a limited time.?3

(94) s o V3T e ) 098 ) b ol D

“...their father (who was in kenan) said: Certainly | feel the
scent of Yusuf even though you may think | am out of my
mind.” (94)

This verse depicts the situation in two different places at
the same time. The first situation: Separations of caravan
from Egypt and the second situation: in the village where
Jacob(pbuh) resides. And Jacob(pbuh) informs those
around him-perhaps they were his grandchildren-
something that is strange to them, and he knows whether
they will deny it to them but rather they will attribute it to
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“refutes” which is dementia and absence of mind due to
old age.?*

----- il &) Y &) --—: “.... Certainly | feel the scent of
Yusuf ....”(94) And this saying could have been an
acceptable matter if Joseph(pbuh) is in the house but the
strange thing is that Yusuf(pbuh) is not present in the
house; not even in the neighborhood. Rather, they do not
know if he is alive at all and this topic has been covered for
many years and the news has been cut off.

But Jacob(pbuh) is confident in what he feels, evidenced by
the use of the affirmations()) and (J) as according to the
denial of his saying. As for the nature of this feeling, it may
have been a wind that Jacob(pbuh) smelled with his nose
on the truth, like things that smell.

The Quranic depiction suggests in this scene more than one
image of the wind of Yusuf(pbuh) that can be imagined.

Perhaps he smashed an arrow, never missing its target but
hitting it with extreme accuracy or like a guided missile
with a specific path and target.

(95)asill EMa 4l &) 4G 1,118

“The people, who heard him, said: “By Allah! You are still
suffering from your old illusion.”(95)

Jacob’s(pbuh) intuition was correct: Concerning the wind
of Yusuf(pbuh) and the denial of those present to him what
he found and the Quranic context depicts this in a
consistent manner with affirmations: (<Ll)and(J), but this
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time on the lips of the audience. They describe it as being
in its old misguidance, and they swear on that, and the
misguidance here is a violation of the truth which; in their
belief is based on material data.

And this phrase:
(95 )mil) A g &)
“.... You are still suffering from your old illusion™(95)

[t says that Jacob(pbuh) thinks Yusuf(pbuh) alive
and believed in his life surely and hoped to meet him
patiently and glorified, evidenced by his saying
before this verse, when he was given a grief news by
detaining his other son; Joseph’s(pbuh) brother.

(83)asall adell 5 &)

“ He said: Your souls have contrived a story for you.
Well, 1 will bear this too with good patience. May be
that Allah will bring them all back to me; indeed He
is the Knowledgeable, the Wise”(yusuf:83) That is
Joseph and his brother(peace be upon them).“lt is
hope and communication, when the closeness came
to him, and the feeling of his presence and mercy... is
manifested in the hearts of the chosen elite.”?>

el 3 480 1 08 s 5398 4555 e sl Sl ola of UG
(96)0545Y s & (s
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“But when the bearer of the good news arrived, he
cast the shirt of Yusuf over his face and he regained
his sight. Then he said: “Didn’t | tell you that | know
from Allah what you don’t know?”(96)

And Joseph(pbuh) knows that his father will see and
Jacob(pbuh) knows that Joseph(pbuh) is alive and
safe, that is Allah’s knowledge gifted to His prophets
and He singled them out with it, so no one else
knows what they know.

(96)d 555 ¥ L bl (pe 2l ) o1 81 211 6.

“.... Then he said: “Didn’t | tell you that | know from Allah
what you don’t know?”(96)

Knowledge linked to certainty, transcending the limits of
the capabilities of the common senses of the people. Their
senses are related to material only. But it deed not amount
to more than that, because of this they attributed to
Jacob(pbuh) to misguidance when he told them what he
finds, they did not realize their mistake except when they
saw and heard and attended the material evidence, the
newsman came, who carries the good tidings and the shirt
of healing. As soon as it is thrown on the face of
Jacob(pbuh) ; until he regains his sight which he lost for
years from the severity of grief.2¢

And the shirt performed this task, and this can be explained
by more than one image: “ It is one of the signs of Allah
that He performed in the hands of two noble prophets;



The illustrative discussion of The shirt of Hazrat Yousaf in the holy Quran 21

Jacob and Joseph(peace be upon them) or that this was
not a miraculous thing and that it came according to the
laws of nature and the familiarity of life and that what
took Jacob’s(pbuh) sight away is the intensity of sadness
and that what brings him back to him his lost sight is the
intensity of joy.”?”

Conclusion:

The shirt played vital role in the life of Yusuf( pbuh). The
evidence was that the brothers lied when they came to him
with lying blood; claiming that the wolf had eaten him.
And the evidence was the innocence of Yusuf(pbuh) from
the accusation of ill will towards the people of Aziz as it
was led from back side. And the evidence was for the life
of Yusuf(pbuh) and the reason why his sight was restored
to him is that it carried the wind of Yusuf(pbuh).

And in these three images, the shirt is a material evidence
that is almost uttered by his testimony. Rather, the witness
is a person may be attributed to forgetfulness, delusion or
falsehood. As for the shirt; it is a material evidence that is
characterized by the stability of his sayings and signs and
there is no doubt about it. Thus , it was mentioned about
the shirt of Joseph(pbuh) in the surah “ six times and it is
amazing to appreciate that each time it playec a different
and important role”?8. Some scholars describe the story of
Yusuf(pbuh) with the story of the shirt.
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