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ABSTRACT
This article discusses that English translations of awdi <ldi (the

Mu‘allaqat) are not just simple word-for-word changes from Arabic to
English. Instead, they are influenced by society, power, and cultural ideas.
The writer uses the ideas of the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, such
as field, capital, habitus, illusio, and doxa. These ideas help explain how
translation is connected to social power and culture, not just language. The
study creates a framework to show that translation is a cultural activity
shaped by unequal social systems.

The article studies two important English translators: Sir William Jones
(1782) and Captain F. E. Johnson (1893). It compares their introductions,
notes, translation styles, and first verse from Muallaqa e Imru’ al-Qays.
The study shows that each translator’s background and social position
affected how they translated the poems.

Jones worked during the Enlightenment period and tried to present Arabic
poetry in a refined and formal English style. His work made him look like
an expert interpreter of Arabic culture. Johnson, who translated later in the
nineteenth century, focused more on teaching and detailed language study.
His work followed the ideas and beliefs of the British Empire at that time.
The study concludes that translation helps shape how people see Arab
culture. It also shows that translators have power in deciding how meaning
is presented and understood.

Keywords: Mu‘allaqat; Bourdieu; sociology of translation; Orientalism;
field; habitus; William Jones; F. E. Johnson
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