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Abstract

The decline of the Mughal Empire in South Asia was marked by political
instability, weak leadership, and internal conflicts. During this period, the
relationship between the Mughal rulers and the Nagshbandi Sufis became
a significant factor in shaping the socio-political and religious landscape
of the region. The Nagshbandi order, known for its emphasis on spiritual
discipline and reform, engaged with the Mughal rulers in matters of
governance, morality, and public guidance. This research study
investigates the mutual relations between the declining Mughal authority
and the Nagshbandi Sufis, analysing how spiritual influence, moral
advice, and socio-religious activism contributed to sustaining or
challenging imperial policies. By examining historical sources, this study
highlights the role of Sufi—ruler interactions in the transitional phase of
the Mughal Empire and their impact on Muslim society in South Asia.
Keywords: Mughal Empire, decline, Nagshbandi Shaikhs, Sufism,
spiritual authority, rulers—Sufi relations, socio-political influence, South
Asian history
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