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Abstract

This paper offers a linguistic, exegetical, and theological study of Surah
al-Takwir (11-20), a passage that juxtaposes cosmic upheaval with oaths
by celestial phenomena, culminating in an affirmation of the Qur’an’s
divine authenticity. The verses portray the heavens stripped away
(kushitat), Hell ignited (su “‘irat), and Paradise drawn near (uzlifat),
moments in which every soul will be confronted with its deeds. Detailed
philological analysis of these terms, supported by classical lexicons and
exegetical authorities, reveals the rhetorical precision and theological
depth of the surah’s apocalyptic imagery.

The study examines oaths by the celestial bodies—al-khunnas, al-jawari,
al-kunnas—with attention to their linguistic roots and exegetical
interpretations, ranging from stars and planets to metaphors of cosmic
retreat and reappearance. The phrase “wa-al-layli idha ‘as ‘asa wa-al-
subhi idha tanaffas” is analyzed through its dual lexical possibilities
(night’s approach or withdrawal), reflecting the cyclical order of creation
as evidence for resurrection.

A central focus is the declaration “innahu la-gawlu rasilin karim ... dhi
quwwah ‘inda dhi al-‘arshi makin.” The study compares exegetical
positions identifying the “Noble Messenger” as either Jibril (Gabriel) or
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the Prophet Muhammad %, while affirming the Sunni theological
consensus that both the words and meanings of the Qur’an are entirely
divine. Sufi insights, particularly from ‘Abd al-Haqq, interpret these
cosmic images as metaphors for spiritual unveiling and the inner
“resurrection” of the soul.

Collectively, the analysis shows that this section of Surah al-Takwir
integrates cosmic disintegration, moral accountability, and the truth of
revelation into a coherent theological vision: creation’s grandeur is
fleeting, permanence belongs to the Hereafter, and salvation lies in
monotheism, gratitude, justice, and righteous deeds through adherence to
the Qur’an.

Keywords: Surah al-Takwir; Qur’anic exegesis; Tafsir Haqqani; celestial
oaths; resurrection; revelation; Gabriel; eschatology; Sufi interpretation
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Isma‘il Haqqi (d. 1725 CE):

Isma‘il Haqqi was a renowned Sufi, exegete (mufassir), and scholar of the Ottoman
period. His full name was Isma‘il Haqqi al-Bursawi, and he was born in the city of
Aydos in present-day Turkey. He mastered various Islamic sciences and authored the
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Qur’anic commentary Ruh al-Bayan, which holds a significant position among
mystical (Sufi) exegeses. He passed away in Bursa in 1725 CE.

(Tarikh ‘Ulama al- ‘Uthmaniyyah by Muhammad Amin Qundoozi)

(Tafsir Ruh al-Bayan, 10: 349)

(Ptolemy, Almagest, Kitab Awwal)

(al-Mu‘jam al-Wasit, 2: 600)

(Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 8: 338 / Tafsir Tabari, 24: 257)

Sa‘id ibn Jubayr (d. 714 CE):

Sa‘id ibn Jubayr is regarded among the eminent Tabi‘in (the generation following the
Companions of the Prophet ). His full name was Sa‘id ibn Jubayr ibn Hisham al-Asadi, and
he was born in Kufa. He acquired knowledge from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘ Abbas (RA) and other
Companions, excelling in Qur’anic exegesis, Hadith, jurisprudence, devotion, and asceticism.
He was martyred in Wasit in 714 CE by the order of al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf.

(Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala by Imam al-Dhahabi)

(Tafsir Maturidi, 10: 435)

(Surah al-Haqqah: 40)

(Tafsir Tha‘alibi, 5: 558)

(Surah al-Naml: 6)

(Surah al-Shu‘ara: 193—195)
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