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ABSTRACT

Moon sighting has great importance in Islam. Fasting in the month of Ramadhan,
Celebrating Eid Ul Fitr, Eid ul Adha, performing hajj and paying Zakat etc. all are
related with Islamic lunar calendar. The lunar calendar is based on the rotation of moon
and with the help of modern astronomical calculation it is very easy to know about the
exact location of the moon. That’s way it is very easy to design a lunar calendar for
upcoming years and centuries and no one can find any contradiction in that.

If we study hadith we find that The Prophet SAW has ordered his companions to fast if
the moon of Ramadhan is viewed by naked eyes and to celebrate The Eid ul Fitr if it is
viewed by naked eyes. Here a question arises that is it allowed to get assistance from
modern astronomical calculations and based on that to announce the start of an Islamic
month. The answer is yes,

In this paper we have evaluated the scientific side of moon sighting in the light of Islam,
whether getting assistance from scientific and astronomic laws and calculations in moon
sighting is allowed in Islam or not and have concluded that although depending on these
astronomic laws is not permitted but getting help from them while sighting moon with
naked eyes is allowed and appreciated.

Keywords: moon sighting & Shariah Analysis, astronomical calculations & Shariah
Analysis, astronomy Shariah Analysis, calculations for moon sighting & Shariah
Analysis
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