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Abstract

This article explores the profound and unique Islamic concept of Ummah,
highlighting its ideological and spiritual foundations that transcend ethnic,
racial, and geographical boundaries. Unlike worldly nations defined by
lineage or territory, the Ummah is primarily unified by faith (‘agidah) and
adherence to the divine law (Shari‘ah). The article examines the linguistic
roots of Ummah, referencing classical scholars such as Ibn Manzur, and
emphasizes the Qur’anic usage that links the term to both a community and
a shared belief system.

Central to the discussion is the pivotal role of Prophet Muhammad % as the
unifying figure whose leadership consolidates the collective identity of
Muslims worldwide. The Qur’an’s call for a community that enjoins good
and forbids evil is underscored as the moral mission of the Ummah. The
article further elaborates on the intrinsic values of equality and brotherhood
that Islam fosters among its followers, breaking the chains of pre-Islamic
tribalism and racial prejudice. It highlights key Qur’anic verses and
prophetic sayings that emphasize universal human equality, where piety
(tagwa) is the sole measure of honor.

The article also addresses the historical context of the Ummah Muslimah,
tracing its lineage to Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him), who is honored
as the archetype of obedience and monotheism. His legacy is presented as
the foundational model for the Islamic Ummabh, distinguished by steadfast
faith and dedication to Tawhid (the oneness of God). The unity and
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universality of Islam are contrasted with the divisiveness of other nations
and religions, emphasizing Islam’s global and inclusive message.

In conclusion, the article affirms that the Ummah is not merely a social or
political entity but a spiritual community bound by shared faith, divine law,
and a collective ethical mission. This concept continues to inspire Muslims
worldwide toward unity, social justice, and moral responsibility, serving as
a timeless paradigm for collective identity and purpose.

Keywords: Ummah, Islamic Identity, Tawhid, Shari‘ah, Prophet
Muhammad #, Brotherhood, Islamic Unity, Qur’anic Concept, Equality in
Islam, Ibrahim’s Legacy, Islamic Theology

Introduction

The concept of Ummah occupies a foundational place in Islamic thought,
representing not merely a social or political grouping but a divinely ordained
collective identity grounded in faith (‘agidah) and submission to the
Shari‘ah (Islamic law). Unlike secular constructs of nationhood that
emphasize ethnicity, race, or territorial boundaries, the Islamic Ummah
transcends such limitations to form a universal community united by shared
belief and moral purpose. This distinctiveness is firmly rooted in the Qur’an
and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad %, which articulate the Ummah as a
spiritually cohesive entity entrusted with the responsibility to uphold justice,
enjoin good, and forbid evil.

The linguistic origins of Ummabh, as explicated by classical scholars such as
Ibn Manzur, indicate its broad semantic range encompassing community and
collective identity. However, the Qur’anic usage imbues it with a unique
theological significance, linking it inseparably to the concept of din
(religion) and shari‘ah (divine law). Moreover, the role of Prophet
Muhammad % as the central figure who consolidates this community’s
identity and purpose is paramount in Islamic tradition.

This study further explores the precedent set by Prophet Ibrahim (‘alayhi al-
salam), who is heralded as the archetype of obedience and monotheism, and
whose legacy serves as the archetype for the Ummah Muslimah. By situating
the concept within its textual and historical framework, this research
elucidates the ethical, social, and theological dimensions that continue to
define the Muslim collective identity.

In the contemporary era marked by globalization and pluralism,
revisiting the authentic understanding of Ummah is imperative. It
offers critical insights into how Muslim identity can be maintained and
unified amidst diversity, fostering social cohesion grounded in
religious conviction and ethical commitment.
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The Concept of Ummabh in Islam

The term Ummah (&) is a distinct and comprehensive Islamic concept that
reflects the ideological and social dimensions of Islam. It represents a
unique collective identity for Muslims worldwide, transcending ethnic,
racial, and geographical boundaries. Linguistically, Ummah means a
group, community, or nation. According to the eminent lexicographer lbn
Manzur al-Fariqi:

" IS oo el Jemdl Y
which literally means “Ummabh is a generation or race of every living being.”
This broad definition implies that the term can apply universally to any
group or nation.

In Islamic context, Ummah takes on a more specialized meaning that
includes adherence to Shart ‘ah the Islamic legal and moral system and Din
religion or faith. This is reflected in the Qur’anic verse:
451 e GeBT G255 6] Jusall 39 cneilly o, i) 4152
“We found our forefathers following a Ummah (religion).”
This verse emphasizes that the Ummah is defined not just by social grouping
but by common religious commitment.
Two critical aspects stand out regarding the concept of Ummabh. Firstly, its
basis is ideological and religious, not biological or geographical; lineage,
ethnicity, or territory are not the determinants of belonging to the Ummah.
Secondly, it necessitates a central leadership (givadah), which unifies the
Ummah materially and spiritually. For Muslims, the personality of the
Prophet Muhammad £ is essential for this leadership and collective identity.
The Qur’an speaks about this unique communiaty: )
&AL e 03855 sl (o alis AR ) Skl AT 1Ks (K2
“And there should be among you a group who call to good, enjoin what is
right, and forbid what is wrong.”
3This verse highlights the moral mission and collective responsibility of
the Ummah.
Moreover, the Qur’an uses Ummah not only to describe a collective group
of people but also to denote a shared faith or ideology:
fhs El] sl ol gile 5HET Ral L8 oo S5 38 wal g Blagl auig”
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“Thus We have sent you among a Ummah before which many nations have
passed, so that you may recite to them what We revealed to you, though they
disbelieve in the Most Merciful.”
This verse indicates continuity in the concept of a divinely guided
community.
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For Muslims, the principles of equality (musawat) and unity (wahdah) form
the very foundation of the Ummah, distinguishing it fundamentally from
conventional notions of nationhood or ethnicity. While secular identities—
based on race (nasl), color (lawn), or geography (jugrafiva)—serve as
defining markers for a gawm (nation), these factors hold no determinative
status in Islamic communal identity. The Ummah transcends such superficial
distinctions, rooting its identity in a shared creed ( ‘agidah) and a collective
adherence to Islamic ideology and law (Shart ‘ah).
The Qur’an repeatedly emphasizes this universality of the Ummah,
underscoring that all believers, regardless of their ethnic or racial
backgrounds, form one brotherhood. This is encapsulated in the prophetic
declaration during the Farewell Pilgrimage, where the Prophet Muhammad
% explicitly rejected any claim to superiority based on race or lineage,
affirming that raqwa (piety) alone is the criterion for honor before Allah.
This revolutionary principle dismantles the hierarchical social structures
prevalent in pre-Islamic Arabia and many societies today, establishing a
community bound by spiritual and moral unity rather than blood or land.
The ideological unity of the Ummah is indispensable to its survival and
vitality. Shared belief in the oneness of Allah and adherence to the
teachings of the Prophet % provide the cohesion necessary to sustain the
community’s collective identity and purpose. It is this spiritual and
ideological coherence that enables the Ummah to function as a dynamic
social entity with common ethical responsibilities—enjoining good,
forbidding evil, and upholding justice.
In contemporary times, where global Muslim populations are ethnically and
culturally diverse, this principle of unity rooted in shared faith remains
critically relevant. It challenges divisive identities and calls Muslims
worldwide to transcend racial, national, and cultural barriers to maintain a
cohesive and vibrant Ummah. Ultimately, it is this ideological unity and
equality that empower the Ummah to fulfill its divine mission as a universal
community of believers.

During his Farewell Pilgrimage, the Prophet % articulated this
principle clearly:

G de xal Vs exe e el had ¥ T sy (SLT ly dalg 0505 0 lowlid! Lt L
Seady Ja ¥ ) oS st all e 0500,ST 01698100 )y e 39wl ¥ 935wl (e ol ¥
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“O people! Your Lord is one and your father is one. There is no superiority

of an Arab over a non-Arab, nor a non-Arab over an Arab; no red over black,
nor black over red except by tagwa (piety). Have I conveyed the message?”
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They said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah!” He said, “Let those present convey
this to those absent5.”

Brotherhood and Unity
Prior to Islam, humanity was fragmented by racial, tribal, and ethnic
prejudices. Islam abolished these divisions by proclaiming the common
origin of all humans. This divine declaration shattered the chains of
discrimination and knitted people into a strong bond of brotherhood
(ukhuwwah) and unity (itzihad). The Prophet £ nurtured this spirit of love
and solidarity within the Ummabh:

"Baaliol o bk o3 Loy diaay 3da OLAJE (egeld (rasll”
“A believer to another believer is like a building, each part strengthening the
other,” he then interlaced his fingers to demonstrate this unity.
Islam introduced the timeless principle of equality, fundamentally
abolishing distinctions based on race, color, or nationality. Before Islam,
societies were deeply divided by tribalism and ethnic prejudices, which
created barriers to social harmony and justice. By emphasizing that all
human beings are equal in the sight of Allah and that the only measure of
honor is tagwa (piety), Islam paved the way for a truly just and inclusive
society. These artificial divisions have historically hindered the development
of genuine civilization, and their elimination is essential for establishing a
cohesive, progressive, and ethical human community..
Allah declares:

" TiedAle U505 08 ) xlied G5 Yabital A4l Gl (i 2l oL 35"
“If your Lord willed, He could have made mankind one community, but they
continue to differ except those upon whom your Lord has mercy, and He
created them so.”

Some interpreters, such as Imam Baydawi, explain the phrase “x3is cui)” as
indicating the reason for human diversity:" J| 8,La¥ls (Ll sl o ol
8adlas|

“If ‘them’ refers to mankind, then the phrase indicates the cause of their
differences.”

Empirical observation and revealed knowledge both confirm that human
differences are natural and divinely ordained, not artificial.

The Formation of the Final Ummah

Within Allah’s comprehensive and divine plan for humanity, numerous
umam (nations or communities) have emerged throughout history, each
fulfilling a unique role in the spiritual and social evolution of mankind.
These communities, while significant in their time, were part of a
progressive sequence leading to the establishment of a final, universal
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Ummabh the last and ultimate community destined to uphold the true message
of monotheism (Tawhid) and divine guidance. This final Ummah, the
Ummah Muslimah, is distinguished by its comprehensive acceptance of
Allah’s revelation and the prophetic mission of Muhammad %, making it the
culmination of all previous divine communities.

This vision of a singular, unified community is eloquently captured in the
heartfelt prayer of Prophet lbrahim (peace be upon him) as he laid the
foundation of the Ka‘bah, the sacred House of Allah. In this prayer, Ibrahim
beseeches Allah to bless his descendants with steadfastness in faith and to
make among them a submissive Ummah a community wholly devoted to
Allah and committed to His worship and laws. This prayer reflects the divine
intention for the creation of a community bound by faith, righteousness, and
obedience, serving as a beacon of guidance for all humanity.

The Qur’anic verse encapsulating this prayer not only highlights the spiritual
lineage of the Muslim Ummah through Ibrahim and his progeny but also
establishes the theological and historical basis for its universal mission. It
emphasizes the continuity of divine guidance from the earliest prophets to
the final messenger, situating the Ummah Muslimah as the ultimate
realization of God’s plan to unite humanity under the banner of monotheism
and moral responsibility.

Euf Slpdiale S5 USais Gs 2 Balid 4T G} 9 20 cialias Bl 5 55
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“O our Lord, make us submissive to You and from our descendants a
submissive community to You. Show us our rites and accept our repentance.
Indeed, You are the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful.”
Regarding the verse from Surah Al-Imran, the respected commentator
Majidi states:
The translation of Ummah Muslimah as “obedient community” lacks the
eloquence and depth found in the Qur’anic term (Ummah Muslimah). The
enduring popularity of this supplication shows that this community has
) remained famous by this name throughout history.
(1853 )" refers to the joint descendants of Ibrahim and Ismail (peace be
upon them). The supplication was made by both honored ancestors together,
and the progeny here most plausibly means the children of Ismail.10
Thus, it was Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) who named this devoted
community the Ummah Muslimah. Allah says:
* ol 1 i) i T
“Your father’s religion is that of Ibrahim; He named you Muslims11.”
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The Ummah Muslimah has been honored with titles such as Ummah Wusta
(the moderate community), Ummah Wahidah (the united community), and
Ummah Khayr (the best community).

In his tafsir of this verse, Abdul Majid Daryabadi writes:

Islam is also called the “Nation of Ibrahim.” The initial audience of the
Qur’an, the Arabs, were descendants of Ibrahim (peace be upon him). This
highlights a special aspect of encouragement — Islam is neither a foreign
nor a new religion; it is indeed the faith of your revered ancestor. Compared
to other peoples and nations, the Muslims were the ones through whom the
true religion was propagated by the Messenger £, and through them the true
religion has reached all of humanity. The doctrine of Tawhid (Oneness of
God) is what sustains determination and perseverance and overcomes all
desires of the self. The stronger one’s trust in Allah, the more one advances
in spiritual knowledge and closeness, becoming braver against all un-divine
powers. 12

The True Status of the Universal Ummah Muslimah in the

Light of Prophetic Teachings
The Arabs had forgotten the call to Tawhid and set up three hundred and
sixty idols at the very place that Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) had
built solely to worship his One Lord and had declared this by the command
of his Creator.
S5l o315 G115 Gl 55 5405 i 2,0 of ol 0K ey B33 315
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“And when We designated for Ibrahim the site of the House, [saying], ‘Do
not associate anything with Me and purify My House for those who perform
tawaf (circumambulation) and those who stand [in prayer] and those who
bow and prostrate. And proclaim to the people the Hajj [pilgrimage]; they
will come to you on foot and on every lean camel; they will come from every
distant pass.””
Although Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was born into an
environment steeped in idolatry, Allah Almighty blessed him with the gift
of Islam. This great blessing gave him profound insight and wisdom that
amazed the world. Such steadfastness and courage led him to stand alone
against an entire nation. As a caller to Allah (da 7 ila Allah), he fulfilled the
role so perfectly that Allah bestowed upon this individual the title of Ummah
(community).
When the Qur’an instructs to choose the “nation of Ibrahim” instead of other
nations, it implies the essential truth that this original nation is the true nation
of guidance, not the subsequent nations. And the message of Muhammad £
is directed toward this nation. 14
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In contrast to other nations and peoples, you have been made bearers of the
universal message of Tawhid (the Oneness of God). All other religious
invitations remain limited by geographic or racial boundaries. Only Islam
teaches the lesson of universality (‘alamiyyah). On the Day of Judgment,
you will be tested by this very standard. Allah says:

1508, oo 25 05 s <0 5 61 O aalsi) &)
“Indeed, Ibrahim was a [model] Ummabh, obedient to Allah, inclining toward
truth, and was not of those who associate others with Allah.”
Reasons for Bestowing the Title ‘Ummah’ on Prophet

Ibrahim (%F)

The title Ummah was applied to lbrahim (peace be upon him)
because the acts of worship and righteousness he performed alone were
equivalent to those performed by an entire community. Since he was the
distinguishing factor for the community, he was named an Ummah.

One meaning of Ummah is “one who teaches righteousness and good.” A
narration from Farwah ibn Naufal al-Ashja‘i states that Ibn Mas‘td said:
“Mu‘adh was an Ummah obedient to Allah and a refuter of falsechood.” 1
thought Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman was mistaken, because Allah said about
Ibrahim (peace be upon him):
"165451 O faalidl &)
Ibn Mas‘td said, “Do you know what Ummah means and what ganit
(obedient) means?”’
I replied, “Allah knows best.” He said, “Ummah is one who teaches
righteousness and good, and ganit is one who obeys Allah and His
Messenger. Mu‘adh taught righteousness and good and obeyed Allah and
His Messenger.”17

Summary

The concept of Ummah in Islam represents a profound and enduring
vision of a universal community bound not by race, ethnicity, or geography,
but by shared faith ( ‘agidah) and commitment to divine guidance (Shari ‘ah).
Rooted in the Qur’an and exemplified by the life and teachings of Prophet
Muhammad £, the Ummah transcends worldly divisions and establishes a
framework of equality (musawat) and unity (wahdah) as its cornerstone.
This ideological unity is essential for the vitality and cohesion of the Muslim
community, enabling it to fulfill its spiritual and social responsibilities.
The legacy of Prophet Ibrahim (#8) as the archetype of obedience and
monotheism further cements the historical and theological foundations of the
Ummah Muslimah as the final and most comprehensive community
entrusted with the universal message of Islam. In an increasingly
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interconnected and diverse world, reaffirming the authentic understanding
of the Ummah is vital to overcoming internal divisions and strengthening
collective identity.

By embracing the principles of equality, brotherhood, and shared
responsibility, Muslims worldwide can foster a resilient and inclusive
community that not only preserves its religious and ethical heritage but also
actively contributes to global justice and harmony. Ultimately, the Ummah
is both a spiritual ideal and a practical framework guiding Muslims towards
unity, moral excellence, and the fulfillment of their divine mandate.
Recommendations
1. Strengthen Ideological Education: Islamic institutions and
scholars should prioritize educating Muslims about the true meaning of
Ummah emphasizing ideological unity over ethnic or national identities.
Curriculum and community programs must highlight the Qur’anic principles
of equality and shared faith to foster deeper understanding and cohesion.

2. Promote Intercultural Dialogue: Given the ethnic and cultural
diversity within the global Muslim community, efforts should be made to
encourage dialogue and mutual respect among different Muslim ethnic
groups. This will reinforce the spiritual bond that transcends cultural
differences, strengthening the sense of wahdah (unity).

3. Combat Sectarianism and Division: Religious leaders and
policymakers must actively address causes of sectarianism and regionalism
that threaten the unity of the Ummah. Promoting inclusive Islamic teachings
and discouraging divisive narratives will help maintain communal harmony.
4. Utilize Media and Technology: Modern media platforms should be
harnessed to disseminate authentic Islamic teachings about the Ummah and
counter misconceptions that foster tribalism or nationalism. Online
campaigns, lectures, and social media can play a key role in educating
Muslims globally.

5. Encourage Global Muslim Cooperation: Muslim-majority
countries and organizations should collaborate on initiatives that embody the
spirit of the Ummah, focusing on social justice, poverty alleviation, and
human rights. Joint projects can exemplify the practical application of
ideological unity and collective responsibility.

6. Support Youth Engagement: Young Muslims should be engaged
through educational and social programs that teach the values of equality,
unity, and brotherhood intrinsic to the Ummah. Empowering youth with this
knowledge is essential for the future strength of the Muslim community.
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