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Abstract

In an era dominated by rapid digital communication and the widespread use
of social media, the phenomenon of fake news has become a major ethical
and societal concern. Fake news—false or misleading information presented
as fact—can have devastating consequences, including the erosion of public
trust, social polarization, reputational damage, and even physical harm.
While the technological mechanisms of fake news have been widely studied,
its ethical dimensions, particularly from a religious perspective, remain
underexplored. This paper examines the harmful impact of fake news on
society through the ethical lens of Islamic teachings, offering a faith-based
framework for understanding and addressing this modern-day challenge.
Islam emphasizes truthfulness (Sidq), trust (Amanah), justice (Adl), and
accountability in all forms of communication. The Qur’an and the Sunnah
provide clear instructions against lying, slander, gossip, and spreading
unverified information. Verses such as Surah Al-Hujurat (49:6), which
commands believers to verify news before acting upon it, underscore the
Islamic principle of Tabayyun—critical verification. Moreover, Islam warns
of the societal dangers of Fitnah (discord) caused by the spread of
falsehoods, which can lead to social unrest and injustice. By grounding the
analysis in Islamic ethics, this paper highlights how the spread of fake news
constitutes a violation of religious and moral responsibilities. It argues that
Muslims have a duty not only to avoid creating or sharing fake news—but
also to actively counter it using the moral guidance provided by Islam. In
doing so, the paper calls for greater awareness, ethical education, and
responsible digital behavior within Muslim communities. Ultimately,
combating fake news is not only a civic necessity but a spiritual obligation,
one that aligns closely with the Islamic values of truth, justice, and the
protection of human dignity.

Keywords: Fake news, Islamic ethics, misinformation, digital
responsibility, truth in Islam, social harm, media ethics, Fitnah
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I. Introduction

Fake news has become a pervasive issue in the digital age, posing
significant challenges to societies around the world. It is defined as false or
misleading information presented as news, often with the intent to deceive.
The rise of social media and the internet has accelerated the spread of fake
news, making it a global concern. This article aims to explore the harmful
impacts of fake news on society from an ethical perspective grounded in
Islamic teachings. By examining the nature of fake news, its spread, and its
consequences, we can better understand how to combat this issue using the
ethical principles of Islam. In an age where information flows faster than
ever before, the rise of fake news has emerged as one of the most pressing
challenges of our time. Fake news refers to deliberately fabricated or
misleading information that is presented as factual news, often with the
intent to deceive, manipulate public perception, or stir controversy.! The
advent of digital media and social platforms has significantly amplified the
speed and reach of such content, often blurring the line between truth and
falsehood for the average reader. This phenomenon has far-reaching
consequences not only for individuals but also for societies at large, as it
erodes public trust, creates divisions, and endangers social harmony.

The creation and circulation of false information raise profound
questions about truth, accountability, and the moral responsibilities of
individuals in society. These questions are particularly critical for societies
that are rooted in religious and moral values, such as those guided by Islamic
principles. Islam places a high emphasis on truthfulness, trust, justice, and
the sanctity of information. It offers a comprehensive ethical framework that
can be used to understand and respond to the challenge of fake news. In the
digital age, many individuals unknowingly become conduits for fake news
by sharing unverified content, often driven by emotion, curiosity, or the
desire to be first. However, in the eyes of Islamic teachings, even the act of
sharing misinformation without proper verification can have serious ethical
and spiritual consequences. The Islamic teachings provide clear guidance on
the virtues of truth-telling and the dangers of falsehood, slander, and gossip.>
Furthermore, Islam views communication as a form of Amanah (trust) and
holds individuals accountable for how they use their words. The ethical
values in Islam encourage Muslims to be cautious, discerning, and just in
both speech and action. The responsibility to uphold truth is not limited to
scholars or leaders; it is a communal obligation that extends to every
individual.® This makes the ethical battle against fake news not only a
societal issue but a personal and spiritual one as well.

This essay aims to explore the harmful impact of fake news on society
from an ethical perspective grounded in Islamic teachings. It will examine how
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fake news affects trust, unity, and justice within a community. It will also delve
into the core Islamic principles that govern truthful communication and analyse
how the misuse of information violates these values. Through this lens, the
research will argue that combating fake news is not merely about fact-checking it
is amoral duty, one that demands awareness, education, and a return to the ethical
guidance provided by the Qur’an and Sunnah.

II. The Nature and Spread of Fake News

a. Characteristics of Fake News

Fake news is not a new phenomenon; misinformation and
propaganda have existed for centuries. However, what distinguishes today’s
fake news is its unprecedented speed, scale, and accessibility due to the
digital revolution. The internet, and particularly social media platforms have
transformed how information is created, consumed, and shared. Fake news
thrives in this environment, where sensational headlines, emotionally
charged content, and viral posts often overshadow verified information. The
nature of fake news today is multidimensional it can take the form of
fabricated stories, manipulated images or videos, half-truths, and even
misleading interpretations of real events. Fake news is characterized by its
intentional deception and manipulation.® It can take various forms, including
false news stories, manipulated images, and fabricated statistics. These false
narratives are often designed to evoke strong emotions and reactions from
the audience. The intention behind fake news is often to mislead, manipulate
public opinion, or incite fear and division. By presenting false information
as factual, fake news undermines the credibility of legitimate news sources
and creates confusion among the public.

The mechanisms that allow fake news to spread so rapidly are largely tied
to the algorithms used by digital platforms. These algorithms prioritize content
that attracts attention, engagement, or controversy, regardless of its truthfulness.
As a result, fake news that is provocative or emotionally triggering often gains
more traction than factual reports. Moreover, echo chambers online communities
where people are only exposed to views that reinforce their own beliefs intensify
the problem by creating environments where misinformation goes unchallenged
and dissenting views are dismissed.

B. Motivations Behind Fake News

Motivations behind the creation and dissemination of fake news are
diverse. In many cases, fake news is generated for political purposes, such
as discrediting opponents, spreading propaganda, or influencing elections.
Other times, it is driven by financial incentives websites generate traffic and
advertising revenue through sensational headlines that prompt clicks.
Additionally, social motives such as gaining popularity, reinforcing group
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identities, or provoking reactions play a significant role. In all these
scenarios, the impact on society is overwhelmingly negative. Fake news has
real-world consequences. Politically, it can destabilize democracies by
spreading lies about leaders or policies. Socially, it can ignite tensions
between ethnic or religious groups. In recent years, many countries,
including Pakistan, have witnessed mob violence and public unrest fueled
by rumors spread through messaging apps.® False accusations of blasphemy,
for example, have led to extrajudicial killings tragic outcomes rooted in
unverified and incendiary information. Such events underscore the dangers
of accepting and acting upon fake news without scrutiny. Moreover, fake
news undermines public trust in legitimate media, experts, and institutions.
When people are repeatedly exposed to conflicting information, they
become skeptical of all sources, including credible ones. This creates a
climate of cynicism and confusion, where facts are treated as opinions, and
truth becomes subjective. In such a society, making informed decisions
whether personal, social, or political becomes increasingly difficult.®

Therefore, the spread of fake news is facilitated by digital
technologies but fueled by deeper social, political, and psychological
dynamics. Understanding how fake news operates is essential to addressing
its impact. It is not just a matter of faulty content but of how society engages
with information. As this essay will further argue, Islamic teachings provide
not only moral condemnation of falsehood but also offer practical guidance
for responsible information sharing guidance that is more relevant than ever
in our interconnected world.

II1. Ethical Principles in Islam
A. The Concept of Truth in Islam

In Islam, truthfulness is a fundamental ethical principle. The Quran
and Hadith emphasize the importance of honesty and integrity in all aspects
of life. Muslims are encouraged to seek and speak the truth, as it is
considered a virtue. The prohibition of lying and spreading falsehood is
clearly stated in Islamic teachings.” The Quran warns against those who
spread rumors and false information, emphasizing the need for individuals
to verify information before sharing it. This ethical principle is crucial in
combating the spread of fake news. In Islam, truthfulness is not only a moral
virtue but a divine command deeply embedded in the teachings of the Quran
and Hadith.® The concept of sidq (truthfulness) is repeatedly emphasized as
a foundational trait of a true believer. The Quran states, “O you who have
believed, fear Allah and speak words of appropriate justice” (Quran 33:70),
highlighting the duty of Muslims to uphold truth and justice in all
circumstances. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) also stressed the
importance of truth, saying, “Truth leads to righteousness, and righteousness
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leads to Paradise” (Sahih al-Bukhari). Conversely, Islam strictly prohibits
lying, deception, and the deliberate spreading of false information. One of
the most critical injunctions in the Quran related to this matter is, “O you
who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with information,
investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance” (Quran 49:6). This
verse serves as a guiding principle against the dangers of fake news, urging
Muslims to verify and authenticate information before passing it on. In
today’s digital age, where misinformation spreads rapidly, adhering to the
Islamic principle of truth is essential in preserving social harmony and
individual accountability.

B. Justice and Fairness

Justice is another key ethical principle in Islam. The Quran
emphasizes the importance of justice in all dealings, whether personal
or societal. Muslims are encouraged to act fairly and justly towards
others, regardless of their background or beliefs. In the context of fake
news, this principle underscores the need to avoid causing harm to
others through misinformation. Spreading false information can lead to
injustice, as it can mislead people and create divisions. Therefore,
upholding justice requires individuals to verify information and share
only what is true and accurate.® Justice (‘adl) is a central ethical value in
Islam, deeply rooted in the teachings of the Quran and the practices of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The Quran commands
believers to uphold justice at all times, even if it goes against their own
interests or those of their family. Allah says, “O you who believe! Stand
out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be against
yourselves, or your parents, or your kin” (Quran 4:135). This verse
highlights the universal and impartial nature of justice in Islam. Fair
treatment of all individuals, regardless of race, religion, or social status,
is a moral obligation for Muslims. In the context of fake news, this
principle becomes especially relevant. Spreading false information,
whether intentionally or due to negligence, can result in severe harm
damaging reputations, inciting hatred, or leading to unjust actions based
on lies. Such consequences contradict the Islamic call to uphold justice
and protect the rights of others. Therefore, Muslims must be diligent in
verifying information before sharing it. Promoting fairness and accuracy
in communication helps build a more just society and ensures that
individuals are not wronged through misinformation or deceit.
C. Compassion and Mercy

Compassion and mercy are also central to Islamic ethics. Muslims
are encouraged to show kindness and empathy towards others, treating them
with respect and dignity. This principle is relevant in the context of fake

Al-Manhal Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



The Harmful Impact of Fake News on Society: An Ethical Perspective ... 101

news, as spreading false information can harm individuals and communities.
By promoting compassion and mercy, Islamic teachings encourage
individuals to consider the potential impact of their actions on others. This
ethical principle can help mitigate the harmful effects of fake news by
fostering a culture of empathy and understanding. Compassion (rahmah) and
mercy are fundamental principles in Islamic ethics, deeply embedded in the
character of a practicing Muslim. These values are repeatedly emphasized in
the Quran, which begins almost every chapter with the phrase “In the name
of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.” The Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) is described as “a mercy to the worlds” (Quran 21:107),
highlighting the importance of empathy, kindness, and concern for the well-
being of others. Muslims are encouraged to embody these qualities in their
daily interactions, treating others with respect, dignity, and care, regardless
of differences in opinion or background.

In the context of fake news, compassion and mercy serve as ethical
safeguards against harmful behavior. Spreading misinformation can damage
reputations, incite fear or hatred, and lead to widespread confusion or
conflict. Such consequences are in direct contradiction to the spirit of mercy
that Islam upholds. By encouraging believers to consider the emotional and
social harm their actions may cause, Islamic teachings promote a more
thoughtful and humane approach to communication.! Upholding
compassion helps prevent the spread of fake news by fostering empathy,
discouraging harmful speech, and encouraging individuals to prioritize truth
and the well-being of others in all forms of expression.

D. Respect for Others

Respect for the rights and dignity of all individuals is a fundamental
tenet of Islamic ethics. Islam teaches that every human being is honored by
Allah, as stated in the Quran: “And We have certainly honored the children
of Adam” (Quran 17:70). This divine acknowledgment of human dignity
extends to all people, regardless of race, religion, gender, or social standing.
Muslims are encouraged to treat others with fairness, honor, and
compassion, recognizing the sanctity of human life and reputation.

In the context of fake news, this ethical principle takes on significant
importance. Spreading false or misleading information can seriously harm
individuals and communities by tarnishing reputations, inciting hatred or
violence, and contributing to societal division.'? Such actions directly violate
the Islamic obligation to preserve the dignity and rights of others. The
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, “A Muslim is the one from
whose tongue and hand people are safe” (Sahih al-Bukhari), emphasizing
the responsibility to protect others from harm whether physical or verbal.
Respecting others' rights means verifying facts before sharing them and
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avoiding speech that could harm someone’s honor or wellbeing. By adhering
to this principle, Muslims contribute to a more ethical and responsible
information environment.

IV. Consequences of Fake News on Society

The ethical consequences of fake news in society are profound and
far-reaching. Beyond the immediate damage of misinformation, fake news
undermines the moral fabric that binds communities together. It erodes trust,
creates divisions, promotes injustice, and often leads to irreversible harm. In
a world increasingly shaped by rapid digital communication, the spread of
false information is not just a technical issue it is a serious ethical breach
with moral implications at every level.
A. Erosion of Trust

One of the most significant impacts of fake news is the erosion of
trust in media, government institutions, and democratic processes. When
false information is presented as factual, it undermines the credibility of
legitimate news sources. This loss of trust can lead to doubt, making it
difficult for society to rely on accurate information. The undermining of
public confidence in institutions can also weaken democratic processes,
as citizens may become disillusioned with the political system.!® This
erosion of trust can have long-term consequences for the stability and
functioning of society.
B. Societal Fragmentation and Polarization

Fake news also contributes to societal fragmentation and
polarization. By spreading false narratives and reinforcing existing biases,
fake news can deepen divisions within society. The creation of echo
chambers, where individuals are exposed only to information that confirms
their pre-existing beliefs, can further exacerbate polarization. This can lead
to increased hostility and intolerance, making it difficult for society to find
common ground and work together for the common good. The spread of fake
news can thus have a profound impact on social cohesion and harmony.*
C. Real-World Consequences

The real-world consequences of fake news are far-reaching and can
have serious implications for individuals and society. Fake news can
promote violence and discrimination, inciting hatred and fear towards
certain groups. It can also have negative impacts on public health, such as
fueling vaccine hesitancy and undermining public health initiatives.
Additionally, fake news can fuel extremism and hate speech, creating an
environment where intolerance and violence are more likely to thrive.™®
These real-world consequences highlight the urgent need to address the issue
of fake news to protect the well-being of society.

Al-Manhal Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



The Harmful Impact of Fake News on Society: An Ethical Perspective ... 103

D. Direct Harm to individuals

Furthermore, fake news causes direct harm to individuals. False
allegations, character assassination, and defamatory content can ruin
reputations, destroy careers, and cause emotional and psychological trauma.
In some tragic cases, it has even led to physical harm or death. For instance,
baseless accusations of blasphemy or child kidnapping in various countries,
including Pakistan and India, have led to mob violence and lynchings. These
incidents reveal how a single false message, shared widely without
verification, can have devastating consequences. Ethically, this raises
questions of culpability not just for the originator of the lie but for every
person who shares it without checking the facts.
E. Normalization of Dishonesty and Sensationalism

Another ethical concern is the normalization of dishonesty and
sensationalism. When fake news becomes commonplace, it desensitizes
people to the importance of truth. This can lead to a culture where lying,
exaggeration, and manipulation are seen as acceptable tools for gaining
attention or achieving personal gain.'® Such a mindset is antithetical to the
moral teachings of all major religions, including Islam, which emphasize
honesty, justice, and the protection of human dignity.

F. Collective Pursuit of Truth

Finally, fake news undermines the collective pursuit of truth, a
foundational principle of ethical societies. It replaces informed discourse
with rumors and facts with fiction. In doing so, it impedes social progress,
hampers democratic decision-making, and violates the ethical duty
individuals have to one another. As will be discussed in the following
section, Islam takes a strong stance against falsehood and offers a clear moral
framework for truthful communication and accountability

V. Islamic Teachings on Combating Fake News

A. Promoting Truthfulness and Integrity

Islamic teachings emphasize the importance of promoting
truthfulness and integrity in all actions. This includes verifying information
before sharing it and avoiding the spread of false narratives. Education plays
a crucial role in fostering critical thinking and media literacy, empowering
individuals to discern between accurate and false information. By promoting
truthfulness and integrity, Islamic teachings encourage individuals to act
responsibly and ethically in their dissemination of information, thereby
combating the spread of fake news.

Islam places immense emphasis on truthfulness and integrity in
all aspects of life. In the Islamic worldview, truth is not just a personal
virtue it is a moral obligation and a divine command.!’ Speaking the
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truth and avoiding falsehood are seen as acts of worship, directly tied to
a person's faith and accountability before Allah. The Qur’an and Sunnah
provide clear and comprehensive guidance on how Muslims should
approach information, communication, and ethical conduct in both
personal and public spheres.

At the heart of Islamic ethics is Sidq (truthfulness). Truth is
regarded as a fundamental trait of a believer. Allah commands the
faithful in the Qur’an:

e Al-Quran 9:119

“O you who have believed, fear Allah and be with those who are true.”
This verse underscores the divine expectation that Muslims align themselves
with honesty in speech, action, and intention. Truthfulness strengthens trust,
builds credibility, and fosters justice in society.

e Al-Quran 17:36

“And do not pursue that of which you have no knowledge. Indeed, the
hearing, the sight and the heart - about all that one will be questioned.”
This verse underscores the critical importance of truthfulness, urging
believers to avoid spreading false information. It highlights the ethical
responsibility of verifying facts before sharing them and warns against the
harm that can result from misinformation, emphasizing that dishonesty can
lead to injustice and societal disruption.

e Al-Quran 3:104

“And let there be arising from you a nation inviting to allthatis good,
enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong. And those are the
successful.”

It encourages believers to actively promote truth and righteousness,

which extends to countering falsehood and fake news. Islam emphasizes the
duty to uphold integrity in all forms of communication, urging individuals
to speak out against misinformation and ensure that only accurate, verified
information is shared, protecting the community from harm.
On the other hand, Islam strongly condemns lying, slander, and gossip,
considering them major sins. The Qur’an warns against spreading falsehood,
especially when it harms others. For example, in Surah An-Nur, verses 15—
16, Allah rebukes those who spread slander without evidence:

e Al Quran 24:15-16

“When you received it with your tongues and said with your mouths
that of which you had no knowledge... you thought it was insignificant while
it was, in the sight of Allah, tremendous.”

These verses were revealed in response to a false accusation against
a noble woman, highlighting the severe consequences of spreading baseless
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rumors. They serve as a powerful reminder of the destructive impact such
actions can have on individuals' reputations, relationships, and societal trust.
The Quran emphasizes that spreading unfounded accusations is not only
sinful but also deeply harmful, underscoring the importance of verifying
information before sharing it.

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) also warned
repeatedly about the dangers of lying. One of the most well-known hadiths
in this regard is:

“Whoever tells lies about me deliberately, let him take his place in
Hell.” (Sahih Bukhari)Another narration states:“It is enough for a man to be
considered a liar that he narrates everything he hears.” (Sahih Muslim)This
hadith is particularly relevant in today’s digital age, where information
spreads rapidly through social media and other online platforms. It serves as
a reminder to avoid sharing unverified or misleading content, highlighting
the ethical responsibility of ensuring accuracy and truthfulness before
passing on any message to others.

Islam also emphasizes Tabayyun (verification) before acting upon or
transmitting news. The Qur’an commands:

e Al Quran 49:6

“O you who have believed, if a wicked person comes to you with news,
verify it, lest you harm a people out of ignorance and become regretful over
what you have done.” This verse teaches that, regardless of how credible or
emotionally compelling information may seem, it must be thoroughly
verified before being accepted or shared. It emphasizes the importance of
critical thinking and responsibility in communication, warning against the
dangers of acting on unverified claims that can lead to injustice or harm.

B. The Duty to Uphold Justice

The duty to uphold justice is another key aspect of Islamic teachings.
This involves taking proactive steps to combat falsehood and injustice,
including the spread of fake news. Ethical journalism and responsible
reporting are essential in ensuring that accurate information is disseminated
to the public. By upholding justice, individuals and society can work
together to create an environment where truth and fairness prevail, reducing
the harmful impacts of fake news.

Additionally, communication in Islam must be grounded in Adl
(justice) and Amanah (trust). Believers are urged to speak the truth even if it
goes against themselves or close relatives (Qur’an 4:135). Misusing words,
distorting facts, or engaging in character assassination violates the trust
placed in one by Allah and by society.
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In essence, Islam provides a robust ethical framework that upholds
truth, promotes responsibility in speech, and warns against the moral and
social consequences of falsehood. These principles are not merely abstract
ideals but practical guidelines that, if followed, can protect society from the
harms of fake news and misinformation.

o Al-Quran 4:135

“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice,
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives.
Whether one is rich or poor, Allah is more worthy of both. So follow not
personal inclination, lest you not be just. And if you distort your testimony
or refuse togiveit, then indeed Allah is ever, with what you do, Acquainted.”
This verse highlights the profound commitment Islam demands to justice
and fairness, urging believers to remain truthful and just even when it
challenges personal desires, relationships, or self-interest. Upholding justice
is seen as a divine duty, reinforcing the moral strength required to prioritize
truth over favoritism, bias, or personal gain.

e Al-Quran 5:8

“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah,
witnesses in justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from
being just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed,
Allah is Acquainted with what you do.”

It serves as a powerful reminder to believers that justice and fairness
must be upheld at all times, even when dealing with individuals they may
dislike or have personal conflicts with. Islamic teachings emphasize that
emotions or personal grievances should never interfere with the obligation
to act justly and equitably.

e Al-Quran 17:81

“And argue with them in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is most
knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is most knowing of who
is rightly guided.”

It encourages the use of wisdom, patience, and kindness in all
interactions, reminding believers to approach situations thoughtfully
and ethically. This principle is especially relevant in how we handle and
respond to information promoting careful judgment, avoiding impulsive
reactions, and preventing the spread of harmful or false content that
could cause harm.

C. Building a Just and Harmonious Society
Islamic teachings envision a society based on truth, justice, and
compassion. The collective responsibility to promote good and prevent evil
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is central to this vision. By fostering a culture of ethical behavior and
responsible information dissemination, society can work towards building a
just and harmonious environment. This involves not only individual actions
but also collective efforts to address the issue of fake news and its harmful
consequences.

o Al-Quran 4:148

“And who is more unjust than one who invents about Allah a lie or
denies His signs? Indeed, the wrongdoers will not succeed.”
This verse condemns the act of lying and spreading falsehoods, emphasizing
that such actions will not lead to success.

VI. Conclusion

In summary, the harmful impacts of fake news on society are
significant and far-reaching. From the erosion of trust to societal
fragmentation and real-world consequences, fake news poses a serious threat
to the stability and well-being of society. Islamic teachings provide a strong
ethical framework for combating this issue, emphasizing the importance of
truthfulness, justice, compassion, and respect for others. By promoting these
ethical principles, individuals, media organizations, and society can take
proactive steps to combat fake news and build a more truthful and just
society. The outlook is promising if we collectively commit to upholding
these ethical values in our dissemination of information. The rise of fake
news in the digital age poses a significant threat to societal harmony, ethical
behavior, and the collective pursuit of truth. As this essay has demonstrated,
fake news is not merely an issue of misinformation it is a deep ethical crisis
that affects individuals, communities, and institutions alike. Its
consequences range from damaged reputations and social division to the
erosion of public trust and even loss of innocent lives. Considering these
realities, it becomes imperative to examine and address this issue through a
moral framework that can guide both personal and collective action. Islam
offers a comprehensive ethical foundation that places immense value on
truthfulness, justice, and responsible communication. The Qur’an and
Sunnah do not merely condemn lying and slander; they actively call for
critical verification (Tabayyun), the protection of human dignity, and the
upholding of truth, even when it is difficult. The ethical teachings of Islam
view communication as a sacred trust (Amanah), where every word and
action carry accountability before Allah. Therefore, combating fake news is
not just a matter of social awareness or media literacy it is a moral and
spiritual duty for Muslims. Every individual bears responsibility in verifying
information, avoiding baseless claims, and refusing to spread content that
could lead to harm. By internalizing these values, individuals can contribute
to building a society rooted in trust, justice, and compassion. Putting in a
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nutshell, fake news is a challenge that must be tackled on ethical,
technological, and spiritual fronts. Islamic teachings provide not only a clear
condemnation of falsehood but also a path toward truth and accountability.
By aligning our digital behavior with these timeless values, we can protect
society from harm and fulfill our moral duty as stewards of truth in a world
increasingly clouded by deception.

Bibliography
Ahmad, Matloob, Mugadsa Jabeen, Anum Hameed, and Mubashar Hasnain.

"Preventing the Spread of Fake News: Insights from the Holy Quran for
Ethical Communication in the Digital Age." Al-Aijaz Research Journal of
Islamic Studies & Humanities 8, no. 2 (2024): 64-71.

Ahmad, Matloob, Mugadsa Jabeen, Anum Hameed, and Mubashar Hasnain.
"Preventing the Spread of Fake News: Insights from the Holy Quran for
Ethical Communication in the Digital Age." Al-Aijaz Research Journal of
Islamic Studies & Humanities 8, no. 2 (2024): 64-71.

Akhter, Naseem, Shumaila Rafiq, and Ms Irsa Aziz. "A Research Review of
Islamic Context Regarding the Dignity and Respect for Humanity." Acta-
Islamica 11, no. 01 (2023): 1-12.

Al-Khatib, Mahmoud A. "The concept of justice in Islam." Journal of Ethnic
and Cultural Studies 10, no. 5 (2023): 45-66.

AlShehhi, Sulaiman Abdulla Mohammed AlBahhar, DR Ahmed Bin Che
Yaacob, Nurazmallail bin Marni, and Ahmed Shehab. "The Crime of
Spreading Fake News and Rumors from the Perspective of Islamic Sharia
and the Laws." Solid State Technology 63, no. 6 (2020): 9565-9571.
AlShehhi, Sulaiman Abdulla Mohammed AlBahhar, DR Ahmed Bin Che
Yaacob, Nurazmallail bin Marni, and Ahmed Shehab. "The Crime of
Spreading Fake News and Rumors from the Perspective of Islamic Sharia
and the Laws." Solid State Technology 63, no. 6 (2020): 9565-9571.

Ciftci, Sabri. "Islam, social justice, and democracy." Politics and religion 12,
no. 4 (2019): 549-576.

Erdil, Mustafa. "The value and respect given to humankind in Islam:
Tolerance and respect for human beings." The International Journal of
Religion and Spirituality in Society 3, no. 3 (2014): 43.

Kara, Yusuf. "Investigating Said Nursi's Views on the Concept of Sidq
(Truthfulness) and Its Significance in the Contemporary Society." The
Journal of Risale-i Nur Studies 7, no. 2 (2024): 17-37.

Khan, Muhammad Zafrulla. Islam and human rights. Islam International,
1988.

Al-Manhal Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



The Harmful Impact of Fake News on Society: An Ethical Perspective ... 109

Lahby, Mohamed, Al-Sakib Khan Pathan, Yassine Maleh, and Wael
Mohamed Shaher Yafooz, eds. Combating fake news with computational
intelligence techniques. Vol. 1001. Springer Nature, 2021.

Lahby, Mohamed, Al-Sakib Khan Pathan, Yassine Maleh, and Wael
Mohamed Shaher Yafooz, eds. Combating fake news with computational
intelligence techniques. Vol. 1001. Springer Nature, 2021.

Othman, Siti Suriani, Fauziah Hassan, Safiyyah Ahmad Sabri, and Liana
Mat Nayan. "Fake news from the Islamic perspective." MIMBAR: Jurnal
Sosial Dan Pembangunan 36, no. 1 (2020): 159-168.

Othman, Siti Suriani, Fauziah Hassan, Safiyyah Ahmad Sabri, and Liana
Mat Nayan. "Fake news from the Islamic perspective." MIMBAR: Jurnal
Sosial Dan Pembangunan 36, no. 1 (2020): 159-168.

Razi, Shama, and Hammna Jillani. "Effects of false news on decision
making, according to Islamic outlook." Journal of Law & Social Studies
(JLSS) 1, no. 1 (2019): 39-44.

Rehman, Fida Ur. "Legal Status and Social Impacts of Propagating Fake
News: An Appraisal of Qur’anic Teachings and Prophetic
Traditions." Fahm-I-Islam 4, no. 2 (2021): 01-11.

Sabri, Safiyyah Ahmad, and Norhayati Rafida Abdul Rahim. "Ethical
Implications of Fake News: A Meta-Analysis Through The Lens of Islamic
Teachings." Al-i’lam-Journal of Contemporary Islamic Communication and
Media 3, no. 2 (2023).

Sabri, Safiyyah Ahmad, and Norhayati Rafida Abdul Rahim. "Ethical
Implications of Fake News: A Meta-Analysis Through The Lens of Islamic
Teachings." Al-i’lam-Journal of Contemporary Islamic Communication and
Media 3, no. 2 (2023).

Sani, Hafiz Muhammad, and Mufti Bakht Shaid. "The concept of respect for
humanity and religious tolerance in islam and other selected religions
(Comparative and critical review)." The Islamic Culture ‘As-Saqafat-Ul
Islamia’4x3sy)  4dldll-Research Journal-Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre,
University of Karachi 47, no. 2 (2022).

Sofi, Shakeel Ahmad, and Fayaz Ahmad Nika. "Concepts of social justice:
An Islamic perspective." European Journal of Business and Management 8§,
no. 4 (2016): 19-31.

Suleiman Alqudah, Mohammad Toma, and Mohammed Abd-Alkarim
Almomani. "Digital Media and Islamic Jurisprudence: Exploring Legal
Adaptations and Challenges." Pakistan Journal of Criminology 16, no. 2
(2024).

Vojdani, Fatemeh, and Kavoos Roohi Barandagh. "Respect for Others from
Attitude to Behaviour an Islamic View." European Journal of Science and
Theology 14, no. 4 (2018): 151-164.

Al-Manhal Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



The Harmful Impact of Fake News on Society: An Ethical Perspective ... 110

YUNUSA, ALIYU, and AMINU DAHIRU. "ISLAM AND THE RESPECT
OF OTHER RELIGIONS." Bo Yusuf (2015).

Yusuf, Sri Andayani Binti Mahdi, and Ramlan Mustapha Mustapha.
"Confronting The Scourge Of Fake News: Islamic Principles As A Guiding
Light." International Journal of Islamic Theology & Civilization (E-ISSN-
3009-1551) 2, no. 3 (2024): 21-30.

Zubair, Talat, Amana Raquib, and Junaid Qadir. "Combating Fake News,
Misinformation, and Machine Learning Generated Fakes: Insight's from the
Islamic Ethical Tradition." Icr Journal 10, no. 2 (2019): 189-212.

Refrenses

1 Sri Andayani Binti Mahdi Yusuf and Ramlan Mustapha Mustapha, "Confronting The
Scourge Of Fake News: Islamic Principles As A Guiding Light," International Journal of
Islamic Theology & Civilization (E-ISSN-3009-1551) 2, no. 3 (2024): 21-30.

2 Safiyyah Ahmad Sabri, and Norhayati Rafida Abdul Rahim, "Ethical Implications
of Fake News: A Meta-Analysis Through The Lens of Islamic Teachings," Al-
i’lam-Journal of Contemporary Islamic Communication and Media 3, no. 2 (2023).
3 Matloob Ahmad, Mugadsa Jabeen, Anum Hameed, and Mubashar Hasnain,
"Preventing the Spread of Fake News: Insights from the Holy Quran for Ethical
Communication in the Digital Age," Al-Aijaz Research Journal of Islamic Studies
& Humanities 8, no. 2 (2024): 64-71.

4 Ibid.

5 Sulaiman Abdulla Mohammed AlBahhar AlShehhi, DR Ahmed Bin Che Yaacob,
Nurazmallail bin Marni, and Ahmed Shehab, "The Crime of Spreading Fake News
and Rumors from the Perspective of Islamic Sharia and the Laws,” Solid State
Technology 63, no. 6 (2020): 9565-9571.

6 Siti Suriani Othman, Fauziah Hassan, Safiyyah Ahmad Sabri, and Liana Mat
Nayan, "Fake news from the Islamic perspective," MIMBAR: Jurnal Sosial Dan
Pembangunan 36, no. 1 (2020): 159-168.

7 Syed Muhammad Naquib Al-Attas, "Islamic philosophy: An introduction,” Journal
of Islamic philosophy 1, no. 1 (2005): 11-43.

8 Osman Nuri Topbas, Islam the Religion of Truth (ERKAM YAYIN SAN. AS, 2022).
9 Mahmoud Al-Khatib, "The concept of justice in Islam," Journal of Ethnic and
Cultural Studies 10, no. 5 (2023): 45-66.

10 Sabri Ciftci, "Islam, social justice, and democracy," Politics and religion 12, no.
4 (2019): 549-576.

11 Hafiz Muhammad Sani, and Mufti Bakht Shaid, "The concept of respect for
humanity and religious tolerance in islam and other selected religions (Comparative
and critical review),” The Islamic Culture ‘As-Saqgafat-Ul Islamic Research
Journal-Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre, University of Karachi 47, no. 2 (2022).

12 Fatemeh Vojdani, and Kavoos Roohi Barandagh, "Respect for Others from
Attitude to Behaviour an Islamic View," European Journal of Science and
Theology 14, no. 4 (2018): 151-164.

Al-Manhal Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



The Harmful Impact of Fake News on Society: An Ethical Perspective ... 111

13 Naseem Akhter, Shumaila Rafig, and Ms Irsa Aziz, "A Research Review of
Islamic Context Regarding the Dignity and Respect for Humanity," Acta-
Islamica 11, no. 01 (2023): 1-12.

14 Abul Ala Mawdudi, "Human rights in Islam," Leicester: The Islamic
Foundation (1976).

15 Safiyyah Ahmad Sabri and Norhayati Rafida Abdul Rahim, "Ethical
Implications of Fake News: A Meta-Analysis Through The Lens of Islamic
Teachings," Al-i’lam-Journal of Contemporary Islamic Communication and
Media 3, no. 2 (2023).

16 Sri Andayani Binti Mahdi Yusuf, and Ramlan Mustapha Mustapha,
"Confronting The Scourge Of Fake News: Islamic Principles As A Guiding
Light," International Journal of Islamic Theology & Civilization (E-ISSN-3009-
1551) 2, no. 3 (2024): 21-30.

17 Lahby, Mohamed, Al-Sakib Khan Pathan, Yassine Maleh, and Wael Mohamed
Shaher Yafooz, eds. Combating fake news with computational intelligence
techniques. Vol. 1001. Springer Nature, 2021.

Al-Manhal Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



